
The Self Publishing Toolkit 

Copyright 2012 Daphne Dangerlove. 

Contents 
Introduction: Self-Publishing Success 

Getting Down to Business 

Is Self-Publishing Really Free? 

The Hidden Cost of Free 

Filling Your Toolkit: The Foundation 

The Self-Publishing Toolkit Workbook 

The Self-Publishing Toolkit Resource Guide 

Evernote 

Google Account 

A Calendar or Planner 

Building Your Book for Kindle 

PART ONE: Before You Publish 

Draw Your Blueprints 

Why are you Self-Publishing? 

Market Research 

Scope Out the Competition 

Keywords: Why they are Important & How to Find Yours 

Your Author Name 

Tips for Choosing a Pen Name 

Multiplicity 

How to Write Faster & Better 

Titling Your Book 

Getting Your Manuscript Ready for Publication 

The Editing Process 

The Bottom Line 

PART TWO: PUBLICATION 

The Amazon Sales Machine 



ISBNs 

Copyright 

A Great Cover = Great Sales 

Tips for a Good Cover 

Technical Guidelines 

DIY: The Secret to Designing a Book Cover that 

Doesn’t Look Homemade 

Hiring a Designer 

Finalizing Your Design 

Creating a Personal Promo Kit 

All about You: Writing Your Biography 

Photograph 

Book Blurb 

Formatting Your Book for Publication 

1. Creating Front Matter 

2. Creating Back Matter 

3. Create Your Clickable Table of Contents 

4. Formatting Your Text 

5. Converting Your Book to HTML & Using Mobipocket Creator 

Publishing Your Book 

KDP Select 

Section 1: Enter Your Book Details 

Section 2: Verify Your Publishing Rights 

Section 3: Target Your Book to Customers 

Section 4: Upload Your Book Cover 

Section 5: Upload Your Book File 

Section 7: Verify Your Publishing Territories 

Section 8: Choose Your Royalty 

Section 9: Kindle Book Lending 

Publish Your Book 

PART THREE: PROMOTION 

Getting the Word Out 



Your Author Platform 

Your Author Central Page on Amazon 

Books 

Profile 

Your Amazon Product Page 

Tags 

Product Photos 

All Roads Lead Home: Your Website 

Domains & Hosting 

How to Set Up a Website Even if You Are 

Technologically Challenged 

How to Buy Your Domain and Set Up Hosting 

How to Install WordPress 

Themes 

Setting Up Your Site 

Setting Up Your Content 

Build an Email List 

Why You Must Use a Professional List Management Company 

What Aweber Will Do For You 

How to Set Up Your Email List 

How to Get People to Sign-up for Your Email List 

Set Up an Auto-Responder/Follow Up Message 

How to Make the Most of Your Email List Once You Have It 

Search Engine Optimization for Writers 

Traffic 

On Page SEO Optimization 

Measuring Your Results 

Social Media 

Social Media is Not about Selling 

Start Small 

Facebook 

Twitter 



Social Media Safety 

Additional Social Media Sites 

Shelfari 

Pinterest 

Google+ 

goodreads 

LinkedIn 

Kindle Direct Publishing Select (KDP Select) 

A Few Thoughts on Strategy 

Using Your KDP Select Free Promotion Days Effectively 

Before You Schedule Your Promotion 

How to Schedule a Free Promotion 

Preparing for Your Promotion 

How to Run a Successful Promotion 

Email Signature 

Getting Reviews 

Rolling Your Submissions 

How to Increase Your Chances of Getting Reviewed 

Handling Bad Reviews 

Tracking & Testing for Success 

Congratulations! 

RESOURCE GUIDE 

INTRODUCTION: Essential First Tools 

PART ONE: Before You Publish 

Books on Writing 

Draw your Blueprints: Goal Setting 

Market Research 

Novel Writing Software 

Editing Software 

Music 

Professional Book Services 

PART TWO: Publication Resources 



Publication Sites 

eBook File Conversion Software 

Print on Demand Publishers 

Copyright 

ISBN 

Book Cover Resources 

Royalty Free Images 

Software 

Font Websites 

Book Cover Designers 

Manuscript Conversion Software 

PROMOTION RESOURCES 

Author Central 

Website Resources 

Domains & Hosting 

WordPress Themes 

Mailing List Management 

WordPress Plugins 

Content Placement 

Social Media Icon Sets (Free) 

Link to My Site/Book Code Generator 

RSS Feed 

Your Blog 

Email List Management 

Search Engine Optimization Resources 

Backlinks 

Social Media 

Facebook 

Twitter 

KDP Select Free Promo Resources 

Paid Blogs 

Twitter Accounts to Notify 



Facebook Pages 

Getting Reviews 

 


